
HIDALGO COUNTY

RESOLUTION 2OO9-59

wHEREAS, the sunZia Southwest Transmission 
'Project 

(SunZia) is proposing to construct up to
two high voltage 500 kv transmission lines and related interconnecting substations within an
areas lying between centralArizona and central New Mexico, which will provide new delivery
capacity for renewable energy resources, primarily wind, solar, and geothermal projects in New
Mexico; and

WHEREAS, New Mexico is rich in these renewable energy resources and state and local
communities stand to benefit greatly from the creation of new jobs, economic development
and resulting revenues for the necessary provision of localgovernmental services; and,

WHEREAS, New Mexico's renewable energy development resources are located primarily in the
central and southern parts of the state where available transmission capacity is extremely
limited, and SunZia will provide from 3,000 to 4,500 megawatts of needed transmission
capacity; and,

WHEREAS, renewable energy projects are good for the environment and help to minimize our
dependence upon foreign oil, reduce pollution and diversify energy generation sources; and

WHEREAS, SunZia has submitted a right-of-way apptication to the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) for the project and BLM is currently preparing an Environmental lmpact statement (Els);
and

wHEREAS, the Els will provide a detailed analysis of potential environmental impacts of the
project and a range of mitigation measures to such impacts, including reasonable routing
alternatives; and

wHEREAS, the BLM has conducted nine public scoping meetings throughout sunZia,s study
area, including Hidalgo county, and has held meetings to request public input; and,

WHEREAS, SunZia has recently expanded the project study area and the BLM will conduct three
additional meetings to solicit additional public input; and,

WHEREAS, the BLM is seeking comments on specific issues and concerns related to alternative
routes for the project's transmission facilities, affected environmental resources, or related
matters; and,

WHEREAS, statements from localgoverning bodies such as Hidalgo County are very important
to the development of a complete record for the ElS.



Now' THEREFoRE' BE lr RESoLVED that the board of Hidalgo county commissioners supportthe construction and operation of additional transmission infrastructure to provide capacity forthe area's renewable energy projects; and

BE lr FURTHER RESOLVED THATTHE BOARD OF HTDALGO COUNW COMMtSStoNERS urge allcooperating agencies to judiciously expedite the sunZia southwest rransmission project,sEnvironmental tmpact statement to expand regional economic development opportunities incentraf and southwestern New Mexico, by creating the necessary transmission capacity todeliver these areas' renewabre resources to western customers and markets.
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 1OTH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2009.

ATTEST:
--.

# ' _ . HAROLD KUENSTLER, CHAIR

HIDALGO COUNry COMM ISSION

CARMEN ACOSTA CLERK


